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membranous -walls of the carpels each carpel containing numerous
seeds angular from mutual pressure. Seeds with a watery outer
coat containing pink juice and a horny inner coat.
Distribution.   From the Balkans to the Himalayas, and cultivated In  many parts
of India.
The root is an external vermicide*—The bark and seeds are
useful in bronchitis.—The flowers are useful in epistaxis.—The unripe
fruit js a good appetiser and tonic, useful in vomiting; causes tilious-
ness.—The ripe fruit is tonic, astringent to the bowels, aphrodisiac;
cures biliousness, " tridosha ", thirst, burning sensation of the body,
fever, heart disease, sore throat, stomatitis.—The rind of the fruit is
anthelmintic; useful in diarrhoea, and dysentery (Ayurveda).
The bark is astringent; strengthens the gums; used in piles,
prolapsus ani, colic.—The flowers are styptic to the gums; check
vomiting; useful in biliousness, sore eyes, ulcers, sore throat; applied
to hydrocele; vulnerary.—The unripe fruit lessens inflammation;
used in keratitis.—The ripe fruit is sweet; tonic, laxative, diuretic,
fattening; enrich the blood; allays thirst; used in sore throat, sore
eyes, brain diseases, spleen complaints, chest troubles, scabies,
bronchitis, earache.—The seeds are astringent to the bowels; enrich
the blood; used in vomiting, sore eyes, biliousness, scabies, liver and
kidney disorders (Yunani).
Hindoo physicians use the fresh juice of the fruits as an ingre-
dient of cooling and refrigerant mixtures of some medicines for
dyspepsia. They also use the rind of the fruit and the flowers, com-
bined with aromatics, such as cloves, cinnamon, coriander, pepper,
etc., as a bowel astringent in diarrhoea. The seeds are considered
to be stomachic, the pulp cardiac and stomachic.
The Arabs recommend the root-bark as being the most astrin-
gent part of the plant, and a perfect specific in cases of tapeworm;
it is given, in decoction, prepared with two ounces of fresh bark,
boiled in a pint-and-a-half of water till but three-quarters of a pint,
remain; of this, when cold, a wine-glassful may be drunk every half I
hour, till the whole is taken. This dose sometimes sickens the stomach
a little, but seldom fails to destroy the worm, which is soon after
passed.

